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LAW & JUSTICE FOR ATROCITY CRIMES 
SYLLABUS 

 
Semester: Spring 2026 
Course Number: 6930 

Credits: 3 
Meeting Days & Time: Tuesdays & Thursdays @ 9 am – 10:25 am 

Location: Holland Hall 283 
 

Zachary D. Kaufman, J.D., Ph.D. 
Professor of Law & Director of the Initiative on International Law 

Office Location: Holland Hall 332 
Office Hours: (1) Mondays 3 pm – 4 pm (via Zoom), (2) Tuesdays 3 pm – 4 pm (in person), and  

(3) by appointment (via Zoom or in person) 
Office Phone: 352-273-0814 
Email: kaufman@law.ufl.edu 

Website: https://www.law.ufl.edu/faculty/zachary-d-kaufman 
Faculty Assistant: Leida Mercado (mercado@law.ufl.edu, 352-273-0862) 

 
I.  COURSE INFORMATION 

 
A. COURSE DESCRIPTION AND OBJECTIVES 

Atrocity crimes—including genocide, war crimes, and crimes against humanity—continue to 
rage around the world. “Transitional justice” refers to both the process and objectives of societies 
addressing these past or ongoing offenses and other serious human rights violations. 

This course examines origins, operations, and outcomes of such historical and contemporary 
transitional justice mechanisms. We will consider the full range of judicial, legislative, and executive 
options available to policymakers as societies undergo or emerge from periods of violence and 
repression. These mechanisms include war crimes tribunals (such as the International Criminal Court), 
truth commissions, amnesties, lustration, exile, indefinite detention, lethal force, and inaction.  

This course draws on key case studies, including present-day Ukraine, Syria, and Myanmar; 
Rwanda and the Balkans in the 1990s; and World War II. Readings address the legal, political, and 
philosophical underpinnings of transitional justice; questions of institutional design; and how different 
societies have balanced competing legal, policy, and moral imperatives. The course also examines 
critiques and limitations of the field of transitional justice. 
 
  

mailto:kaufman@law.ufl.edu
https://www.law.ufl.edu/faculty/zachary-d-kaufman
mailto:mercado@law.ufl.edu
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B. STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES 
By the end of the course, you will: 

• Appreciate much of the seminal literature on the history and theories of transitional justice; 

• Comprehend the objectives, obstacles, options, and outcomes of transitional justice; 

• Grasp and be able to critically analyze key concepts and debates in transitional justice; 

• Understand and have evaluated, compared, and contrasted key case studies; and 

• Be able to apply your skills and knowledge to other case studies. 
 

C. CLASS SURVEY 
 So that I may get to know you better, by January 5 please fill out this Google form. 
 
D. SUBJECT MATTER 

In this course we will study difficult subject matter. This course focuses on transitional justice 
for atrocity crimes, including genocide, war crimes, and crimes against humanity. We will read and 
discuss material that addresses troubling topics, such as killing, torture, human experimentation, rape 
and other sexual offenses, child and elder abuse, and racial and other types of discrimination.  

It is essential for everyone in the class to communicate with the thoughtfulness, sensitivity, 
and care that these topics warrant. I will do my best for such communication, and I ask you to do the 
same. Please let me know privately if you have concerns about participating in discussion of a 
particular topic. 
 
E. COMMUNICATION AND OFFICE HOURS 

My primary means of communicating with you outside of class will be by email and by posts 
on our course’s Canvas site. You are expected to check your email and Canvas and are responsible for 
any announcements or assignments I send via email or post on Canvas. 

I am happy to answer questions by email if they are short or related to class logistics. I will do 
my best to respond to all questions within three business days. Substantive course-related questions 
are typically best addressed in office hours. During office hours I’m also happy to discuss course-
related issues in the news, provide career advice, and talk about clerkships, public service, law firms 
and other opportunities in the private sector, or anything else you find interesting and productive. 

When emailing me about meeting or for any other purpose, please include the abbreviated 
bracketed course name—“[AC]”—at the beginning of a descriptive subject header. For example, if 
emailing me a note that you must miss a class due to illness, your subject header would be something 
like: “[AC] Upcoming Absence due to Illness.” 
 I will hold office hours at the times listed at the beginning of this document. You may schedule 
appointments via email and you may do so alone or in groups. Please be respectful of your classmates 
by promptly cancelling any appointment you do not intend to keep. 
 If you cannot meet during my regular office hours, I would be glad to find an alternative time. 
Please email me and include several options when you are available to meet. 
  

mailto:https://forms.gle/JffXgSaoBgM8wCo56
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F.    STUDENT COURSE EVALUATIONS 
Your feedback about the course is important and greatly appreciated. You are expected to 

provide professional and respectful feedback on the quality of instruction in this course. Please click 
here for guidance on how to provide feedback in a professional and respectful manner. 

You will have two opportunities to provide feedback formally: a mid-term evaluation that I 
will administer and a final evaluation that the University of Florida (UF) will administer. 

• For the mid-term evaluation, you will be notified when the evaluation period opens and you 
may complete evaluations through the Google Form I will provide.  

• For the final evaluation, you will be notified when the evaluation period opens and you may 
complete evaluations through the email you receive from GatorEvals, in your Canvas course 
menu under GatorEvals, or via https://ufl.bluera.com/ufl/. Summaries of courses’ final 
evaluation results are available at: https://gatorevals.aa.ufl.edu/public-results/. 

Please email me or visit my office hours to provide any interim or additional feedback. 
 
G. COURSE EXPECTATIONS AND REQUIREMENTS 
 The expectations and requirements for this course are as follows: 
 

• Compliance with the University of Florida Levin College of Law Honor Code: Academic 
honesty and integrity are fundamental values of the UF community. The UF Levin College of 
Law (UF Law) Honor Code also prohibits use of artificial intelligence, including, but not 
limited to, ChatGPT and Harvey, to assist in completing quizzes, exams, papers, or other 
assessments unless expressly authorized by the professor to do so. When using artificial 
intelligence, you must provide proper attribution to it. You are required to read and understand 
the UF Law Student Honor Code, which is available at: https://policy.ufl.edu/regulation/4-
041/. If you have any questions about the UF Law Student Honor Code, please let me know. 

• Canvas Registration: You are required to register for the Canvas site for this course. 

• Checking Canvas and Email: To ensure that you receive any class announcements or 
adjustments, you are required to check this course’s Canvas page and read this course’s email 
messages at least 3 weekdays per week. 

• Class Attendance:  
o Requirement: Students are expected to attend and participate in class. I assume that 

each student enrolled in this course is committing to attend every class to the best of 
their abilities. Class attendance is required by both the American Bar Association 
(ABA) and UF Law. Attendance will be taken at each class session. You are responsible 
for ensuring the recording of your own attendance. You may not record attendance 
for another student. UF Law’s policy on attendance is available at: 
https://www.law.ufl.edu/uf-law-student-handbook-and-academic-policies. A student 
who fails to meet this attendance requirement will be dropped from this course. 

o Timeliness: As a matter of professionalism, you are expected to be on time for class—
meaning seated and ready to begin when class starts. Arriving late is disruptive not 
only to me, but also to your classmates. Please do not arrive late to class or leave early 
absent extenuating circumstances. If you need to do so, please notify me in advance 
and sit near an exit to minimize your disruption to others. Late arrivals may be treated 
as absences. 

o Exception #1: 2 Absences for Any Reason: To allow for exigencies in life, you are 
permitted two class absences—for any reason—without impacting your final grade. If 

https://gatorevals.aa.ufl.edu/students/
https://ufl.bluera.com/ufl/
https://gatorevals.aa.ufl.edu/public-results/
https://policy.ufl.edu/regulation/4-041/
https://policy.ufl.edu/regulation/4-041/
https://www.law.ufl.edu/uf-law-student-handbook-and-academic-policies
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possible, professional courtesy encourages you to notify me if you will not be in class. 
Please let me know if you have a family or health situation or emergency that will 
require missing more than two classes, and we will discuss how to accommodate you. 

o Exception #2: Absences for Illness: Please do not attend class if you are ill. All 
absences for illness are excused. The two-absence-for-any-reason policy does not 
apply to illness. 

o Exception #3: Absences for Religious Holidays: UF Law respects students’ 
observance of religious holidays 
(https://catalog.ufl.edu/ugrad/1617/regulations/info/attendance.aspx). All absences 
for religious holidays are excused. The two-absence-for-any-reason policy does not 
apply to religious holidays. 

▪ Students, upon prior notification to their instructors, shall be excused from 
class or other scheduled academic activity to observe a religious holy day of 
their faith. 

▪ Students shall be permitted a reasonable amount of time to make up the 
material or activities covered in their absence. 

▪ Students shall not be penalized due to absence from class or other scheduled 
academic activity because of religious observances. 

o Grading and Credit: For each unexcused absence beyond two, and not including 
absences for illness or religious holidays, your grade will be lowered by one-third of a 
grade (e.g., A- to B+). If you miss three or more scheduled classes without my explicit 
permission (again, not including absences for illness or religious holidays), I have the 
discretion to render you ineligible to receive credit for the course. This policy starts on 
the first day of classes, not the end of the add/drop period.  

• Class Preparation and Participation: Preparation for and participation in class discussion are 
necessary both for your own understanding of the material and for the benefit of your 
classmates. You are expected to be prepared for every class, which means (1) having read, 
listened to, or viewed the material assigned for that class, (2) being ready to discuss the material 
assigned for that class, and (3) having the assigned material available during class in hard copy 
or electronic format in case we make reference to particular parts. If, for any reason, you are 
not prepared for a class, please let me know at least 2 hours in advance via email and I will not 
call on you that day. Being unprepared without permission more than 2 times during the 
semester will affect your grade. 

o ABA Out-of-Class Hours Requirement: American Bar Association Standard 310 
requires that students devote at least 120 minutes to out-of-class preparation for every 
“classroom hour” of in-class instruction. Each class is approximately 1 hour and 25 
minutes in length, requiring at least 2 hours and 50 minutes of preparation outside of 
class. Such preparation includes reading, listening to, or viewing the assigned materials. 

o In-class engagement: During class, I will call on members of the student panel assigned 
for that class and I will solicit volunteers from among all students in the course. I 
expect that you will speak multiple times throughout the course. Learning in this 
course is a collaborative process. Each student’s contributions will be important and 
valuable for our discussion. 

▪ Discourse and the Classroom: As a law student and future lawyer, it is 
important that you be able to engage in rigorous discourse and critical 
evaluation while also demonstrating civility and respect for others, including 

https://catalog.ufl.edu/ugrad/1617/regulations/info/attendance.aspx
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your classmates, any guest speakers, and me. This is even more important in 
the case of controversial issues and other topics that may elicit strong 
emotions, as is the case in this course. The most productive discussions 
develop from students sharing contrasting opinions in a civil, respectful 
manner. Each class member is entitled to your respect, and to a presumption 
that their views are being offered in good faith—even if they are views with 
which you sharply disagree. 

▪ In-class simulation: Towards the end of the course, we will hold an in-class 
simulation. Details will be provided closer to that time. Your participation in 
this simulation will count towards your overall participation grade. 

o Technology: To avoid distractions during class, please do not use laptops or any other 
electronic devices (including tablets and mobile phones) for anything other than class 
purposes and please silence all electronic devices (including laptops, tablets, and 
mobile phones). You should not use class time to check email or social media, engage 
in text conversations, browse the Internet, or otherwise use electronic devices in a 
manner that distracts you or others from class. 

o Grading: While your grade is mostly based on the exam, exceptional performance in 
class discussion can raise your grade and poor performance can lower it. For the 
percentage your grade may be affected, see “Grading” – “Your Grade” below. 

• Chatham House Rule on Discussion and Attribution: Classroom discussions are subject to the 
Chatham House rule: participants are free to use the information received, but neither the 
identity nor the affiliation of the speakers, nor that of any other participant, may be revealed. 
This rule—which applies to students, any guest speakers, and me—is meant to encourage 
frank discussion and allow students, guest speakers, and me to try out arguments. Robust but 
respectful debate is encouraged. You may not post online or otherwise share recordings, 
screenshots, classmates’ remarks, or any other class content. If you have any questions or 
concerns about class discussions—or feel in any way uncomfortable speaking in class for any 
reason—please contact me.  

 
H. GRADING 

• UF Law Grading Policies: UF Law’s mean and mandatory distributions are posted on the 
College’s website and this course adheres to that posted grading policy. The following chart 
describes the specific letter grade/grade point equivalent in place: 

Letter Grade Point Equivalent 

A (Excellent) 4.0 

A- 3.67 

B+ 3.33 

B 3.0 

B- 2.67 

C+ 2.33 

C (Satisfactory) 2.0 

C- 1.67 

D+ 1.33 

D (Poor) 1.0 

D- 0.67 

E (Failure) 0.0 
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UF Law’s grading policies are available at: https://www.law.ufl.edu/uf-law-student-handbook-and-
academic-policies. 
 

• Your Grade: Your grade will be based upon attendance, participation, and the exam in the 
following proportion: 

 

Class Component Percent of Grade 

Attendance and Participation 20% 

Exam 80% 

TOTAL 100% 

 
As part of your attendance and participation, I reserve the right to deduct points from your final grade 
if you engage in behavior that significantly disrupts the learning environment for your classmates, such 
as (1) arriving late to class; (2) leaving class early; (3) not silencing your laptop, tablet, or mobile phone; 
(4) using any electronic devices for purposes unrelated to class; or (5) uncivil, disrespectful, or 
insensitive commentary or behavior that chills classroom discussion. 
 

• Exam: Your grade will be based primarily on an exam at the end of the semester. 
o This exam will be “limited open book.” That means that during the exam: 

▪ You must ONLY use material for this course. Accordingly, you are 
permitted to consult: 

• the syllabus’s two required books,  

• other assigned readings,  

• slides and other course materials that you downloaded from our 
course’s site on Canvas,1  

• your class notes, and  

• any outline or other materials that you helped to prepare. 

▪ You must NOT use any other materials. Accordingly, you are NOT 
permitted to consult: 

• other people,  

• the Internet,  

• outlines that you did not prepare or help to prepare or outlines 
prepared by other students without your help,  

• artificial intelligence, or  

• any other online or offline sources. 
o Your answers must be exclusively your own work. 
o The exam will be comprehensive: anything assigned for class or discussed during class 

may be tested.  
o The exam will test: 

▪ your understanding of legal rules and principles as well as policy 
considerations, and 

 
1 You should download (e.g., from Canvas) any permissible materials prior to the exam, as you will 
not have access to the Internet during the exam. 

https://www.law.ufl.edu/uf-law-student-handbook-and-academic-policies
https://www.law.ufl.edu/uf-law-student-handbook-and-academic-policies
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▪ your ability to apply such law and policy in new contexts and to critically 
analyze legal problems. 

o I will discuss the exam in class at an appropriate point. I won’t talk about the details 
of the exam in nonpublic settings where the whole class doesn’t have the option to be 
present (such as in office hours). 

o UF Law’s policy on exam delays and accommodations is available at: 
https://www.law.ufl.edu/current-students/forms-applications/exam-delays-
accommodations-form. 

 
I. ACCOMMODATIONS FOR STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES 

Students requesting accommodations for disabilities must first register with the Disability 
Resource Center (https://disability.ufl.edu/). Once registered, students will receive an 
accommodation letter, which must be presented to UF Law’s Assistant Dean for Student Affairs 
(Assistant Dean Brian Mitchell). Students with disabilities should follow this procedure as early as 
possible in the semester. It is important for students to share their accommodation letter with their 
instructor and discuss their access needs as early as possible in the semester. Students may access 
information about various resources on UF Law’s Student Resources Canvas page, which is available 
at: https://elearning.ufl.edu/. 
 
J. CLASS RECORDINGS 

Florida law permits students to make their own video and/or audio recordings of “class 
lectures.” A “class lecture” is defined as an educational presentation intended to inform or teach 
enrolled students about a particular subject, including any instructor-led discussions that form part of 
the presentation, and delivered by any instructor hired or appointed by the University, or by a guest 
instructor, as part of a University of Florida course. A “class lecture” does not include lab sessions, 
student presentations, clinical presentations such as patient history, academic exercises involving solely 
student participation, assessments (quizzes, tests, exams), field trips, private conversations between 
students in the class or between a student and the faculty or lecturer during a class session.  

Student may use such recordings only for the following purposes: (1) their own personal 
educational use, (2) in connection with a complaint to the university, or (3) as evidence in, or in 
preparation for, a criminal or civil proceeding. All other purposes are prohibited, including that 
students may not “publish” recorded lectures without the written consent of the instructor.  

A student who publishes a recording without written consent may be subject to a civil cause 
of action instituted by a person injured by the publication and/or discipline under UF Regulation 
4.040: Student Honor Code and Student Conduct Code. “Publish” is defined as sharing, transmitting, 
circulating, distributing, or providing access to a recording, regardless of format or medium, to another 
person (or persons), including but not limited to another student within the same class section. 
Additionally, a recording, or transcript of a recording, is considered published if it is posted on or 
uploaded to, in whole or in part, any media platform, including but not limited to social media, book, 
magazine, newspaper, leaflet, or third party note/tutoring services. 
 
  

https://www.law.ufl.edu/current-students/forms-applications/exam-delays-accommodations-form
https://www.law.ufl.edu/current-students/forms-applications/exam-delays-accommodations-form
https://disability.ufl.edu/
https://elearning.ufl.edu/
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K. HEALTH AND WELLNESS RESOURCES 
Law school can be a daunting experience, especially when life outside the law school becomes 

challenging. UF Law provides numerous resources for your support, and I encourage you to seek help 
if you have concerns. If you are comfortable doing so, you may also notify me so that I can direct you 
to further resources. UF Law’s health and wellness resources are available at: 
https://www.law.ufl.edu/wellness-at-uf-law. 
 
L. UF LAW STANDARD SYLLABUS POLICIES 

Other information about UF Law’s policies—including compliance with the UF Honor Code, 
Grading, Accommodations, Class Recordings, and Course Evaluations—is available at: 
https://www.law.ufl.edu/uf-law-student-handbook-and-academic-policies. Additional information 
about UF’s academic policies and resources is available at: 
https://ufl.instructure.com/courses/427635/files?preview=98226140. 
 
M.  COURSE MATERIALS 

• Required Books: 
o GARY JONATHAN BASS, STAY THE HAND OF VENGEANCE: THE POLITICS OF WAR 

CRIMES TRIBUNALS (rev. ed. 2002) (hereinafter “BASS”). 

▪ ISBN: 9780691092782. 
o ZACHARY D. KAUFMAN, UNITED STATES LAW AND POLICY ON TRANSITIONAL 

JUSTICE: PRINCIPLES, POLITICS, AND PRAGMATICS (rev. ed. 2017) (hereinafter 

“KAUFMAN”). 

▪ ISBN: 9780190655488. 

• Canvas: I may post some course materials to Canvas. 

• Online: Some course materials are available publicly online. For those materials, I provide a 
hyperlink in their listing below. 

 
 
 
 
  

https://www.law.ufl.edu/wellness-at-uf-law
https://www.law.ufl.edu/uf-law-student-handbook-and-academic-policies
https://ufl.instructure.com/courses/427635/files?preview=98226140
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II.  SCHEDULE 
 

• This syllabus features 26 class sessions.  

• The exact or approximate number of pages of each required reading assignment is noted in 
parentheses after each listing. 

• I may adjust the syllabus to accommodate our pace, to incorporate relevant news items, to 
accommodate a guest speaker’s availability, or in response to unforeseen developments. I will 
announce any such changes promptly and will post an updated syllabus to Canvas. If we do 
not complete material during the designated class, we may or may not return to it in the 
following class. Even if we don’t, the material could still be tested on the exam. 

 
Class 

Session 
Date Topic(s) Assignment(s) 

 
OVERVIEW 

 

1 
Tuesday, 

January 20 

Welcome 
 

Course Overview 
 

Atrocity Crimes Overview: 
Part 1 of 2 

• Syllabus. 

• Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of the 
Crime of Genocide (“Genocide Convention”) (3). 

2 
Thursday, 
January 22 

Atrocity Crimes Overview: 
Part 2 of 2 

 
Transitional Justice 

Overview: 
Part 1 of 2 

Atrocity Crimes Overview 

• Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court, articles 
5, 6, 7, 8, and 8 bis (6). 

• David Scheffer, Genocide and Atrocity Crimes, 1 GENOCIDE 

STUDIES & PREVENTION 229-50 (2006) (22) (Canvas). 

• David Scheffer, The Merits of Unifying Terms: “Atrocity 
Crimes” and “Atrocity Laws,” 2 GENOCIDE STUDIES & 

PREVENTION 91-95 (2007) (5) (Canvas). 
 
Transitional Justice Overview 

• Phil Clark, Establishing a Conceptual Framework: Six Key 
Transitional Justice Themes, in AFTER GENOCIDE: 
TRANSITIONAL JUSTICE, POST-CONFLICT 

RECONSTRUCTION, AND RECONCILIATION IN RWANDA 

AND BEYOND 191-205 (Phil Clark & Zachary D. 
Kaufman eds., 2009) (15) (Canvas). 

• Phil Clark, Zachary D. Kaufman & Kalypso Nicolaïdis, 
Tensions in Transitional Justice, in AFTER GENOCIDE: 
TRANSITIONAL JUSTICE, POST-CONFLICT 

RECONSTRUCTION, AND RECONCILIATION IN RWANDA 

AND BEYOND 381-91 (Phil Clark & Zachary D. Kaufman 
eds., 2009) (11). 

3 
Tuesday, 

January 27 

Transitional Justice 
Overview:  
Part 2 of 2 

• BASS 3-36 (Chapter 1: “Introduction”) (34). 

• KAUFMAN 1-40 (Chapter 1: “Introduction”; Chapter 2: 
“Overview of Transitional Justice Options and the 
United States Role in Transitional Justice”) (40). 

  

https://www.ohchr.org/en/professionalinterest/pages/crimeofgenocide.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/en/professionalinterest/pages/crimeofgenocide.aspx
https://www.icc-cpi.int/resource-library/Documents/RS-Eng.pdf
https://ssrn.com/abstract=1916779
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ATROCITY PREVENTION 

 

4 
Thursday, 
January 29 

Atrocity Prevention 
Overview 

• MADELEINE K. ALBRIGHT & WILLIAM S. COHEN, 
PREVENTING GENOCIDE: A BLUEPRINT FOR U.S. 
POLICYMAKERS XV-XXIV; 55-114 (2008) (74). 

  

https://www.ushmm.org/m/pdfs/20081124-genocide-prevention-report.pdf
https://www.ushmm.org/m/pdfs/20081124-genocide-prevention-report.pdf
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III.  ADDITIONAL RESOURCES 
 

A.   JOURNALS 
 
Below is a selected list of journals related to this course. 

 

• African Affairs 

• Africa Confidential 

• African Research Bulletin 

• African Security Review 

• African Studies Quarterly 

• American Journal of International Law 

• Criminal Law Forum 

• Development and Change 

• European Journal of International Law 

• Foreign Affairs 

• Foreign Policy 

• Genocide Studies and Prevention 

• Holocaust and Genocide Studies 

• Human Rights Law Review 

• Human Rights Quarterly 

• International Affairs 

• International Criminal Law Review 

• International Journal of Human Rights 

• International Journal of Transitional Justice 

• International Justice Tribune 

• International Organization 

• International Security 

• Journal of Asian and African Studies (after 2002, African and Asian Studies) 

• Journal of Conflict and Security Law 

• Journal of Conflict Studies 

• Journal of Contemporary African Studies 

• Journal of Genocide Research 

• Journal of Human Rights 

• Journal of International Criminal Justice 

• Journal of Modern African Studies 

• Review of African Political Economy 

• Survival 

• Third World Quarterly 

• Transitional Justice Review 

• World Politics 
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B.   FILMS 
 
Below is a selected list of films related to this course.2 
 

Topic Film Title Film 
Year 

 
Armenia 

The Armenian Genocide 2006 

Intent to Destroy 2017 

The Promise 2016 

 
 
 
 
 

Germany /  
Nuremberg Tribunal (IMT) 

The Devil Next Door 2019 

Good Evening, Mr. Wallenberg 1990 

Judgment at Nuremberg 1961 

Nuremberg 2000 

Nuremberg 2025 

Nuremberg: Its Lesson for Today 1946  
(restored 
in 2010) 

Nuremberg – Tyranny on Trial (History Channel) 1995 

Nuremberg Trials 1947 

Passage to Sweden 2021 

Prosecuting Evil 2018 

Schindler’s List 1993 

Japan /  
Tokyo Tribunal (IMTFE) 

Men Behind the Sun 1989 

Tokyo Trial 1983 

Cambodia /  
Extraordinary Chambers in 

the Courts of Cambodia 
(ECCC) 

Biography – Pol Pot: Secret Killer 2006 

First they Killed my Father 2017 

The Killing Fields 1984 

S-21: The Khmer Rouge Killing Machine 2002 
 

Yugoslavia /  
UN International Criminal 

Tribunal for the former 
Yugoslavia (ICTY) 

Behind Enemy Lines 2001 

Bringing Down a Dictator 2001 

The Death of Yugoslavia 1995 

Quo Vadis, Aida? 2020 

Welcome to Sarajevo 1997 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Rwanda /  
UN International Criminal 

Tribunal for Rwanda (ICTR) 

94 Terror 2018 

100 Days 2001 

Beyond the Gates (also called Shooting Dogs) 2005 

The Dead Are Alive: Eyewitness in Rwanda 1996 

Earth Made of Glass 2011 

Gacaca, Living Together Again in Rwanda? 2002 

Ghosts of Rwanda (PBS) 2004 

God Sleeps in Rwanda 2005 

Hotel Rwanda 2004 

Kinyarwanda 2011 

The Last Just Man 2002 

In Rwanda We Say… The Family that Does Not Speak dies 2004 

Munyurangabo 2008 

My Neighbor, My Killer 2009 

The Notebooks of Memory 2009 

Shake Hands with the Devil 2010 

Shake Hands with the Devil: The Journey of Romeo Dallaire 2005 

Sometimes in April 2005 

 
2 If you would like to suggest any additional films for this course, please contact me. 
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A Sunday in Kigali 2006 

The Triumph of Evil (Frontline) 1999 

The Uncondemned 2016 

When Good Men Do Nothing 1997 

International Criminal Court 
(ICC) 

The Reckoning:  
The Battle for the International Criminal Court 

2009 

Sierra Leone /  
Special Court for Sierra 

Leone (SCSL) 

War Don Don 2010 

 
South Africa /  

Truth and Reconciliation 
Commission (TRC) 

Confronting the Truth:  
Truth Commissions and Societies in Transition 

2007 

Long Night’s Journey into Day 2000 

Red Dust 2004 

Where the Truth Lies 1999 

 
Sudan 

The Devil Came on Horseback 2007 

Darfur Now 2007 

God Grew Tired of Us 2005 

Lost Boys of Sudan (POV) 2003 

Colombia When the Guns Go Silent 2017 

Uganda The Last King of Scotland 2006 

Chad Hissein Habré, a Chadian Tragedy 2017 

Indonesia The Act of Killing 2012 

The Look of Silence 2014 

 
 

Syria 

The Cave 2019 

For Sama 2019 

Hell on Earth:  
The Fall of Syria and the Rise of ISIS 

2017 

Last Men in Aleppo 2017 

Syria’s Disappeared: The Case Against Assad 2017 

The White Helmets 2016 

Iraq The Trial of Saddam Hussein 2007 

United States Dawnland 2018 

Argentina The Trial 2023 
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C.   ORGANIZATIONS AND ELECTRONIC LISTSERVS 
 
Below is a selected list of organizations related to this course, many of which host electronic listservs 
to which you can subscribe or blogs you can read. 
 
 1.  Governmental 

• United States Army Peacekeeping and Stability Operations Institute 

• United States Department of Homeland Security Human Rights Violators & War Crimes 
Center 

• United States Department of Justice 
o Human Rights and Special Prosecutions Section 
o Office of Overseas Prosecutorial Development, Assistance, and Training 

• United States Department of State 
o Bureau of African Affairs 
o Bureau of Conflict and Stabilization Operations 
o Bureau of Democracy, Human Rights, and Labor 
o Office of Global Criminal Justice 
o Office of the Legal Adviser 

▪ U.S. Department of the Treasury Office of Foreign Assets Control 

▪ U.S. Federal Bureau of Investigation International Human Rights Unit 
 
 2. Inter-Governmental 

• United Nations 
o High Commissioner for Human Rights 
o High Commissioner for Refugees 
o Special Adviser on the Prevention of Genocide, Office of the Secretary-General 
o Special Adviser on the Responsibility to Protect, Office of the Secretary-General 

• International Courts 
o Extraordinary Chambers in the Court of Cambodia 
o International Court of Justice 
o International Criminal Court 
o Mechanism for International Criminal Tribunals 
o Residual Special Court for Sierra Leone 
o Special Tribunal for Lebanon 

 
 3.  Non-Governmental (Organizations and Blogs) 

• Africa Action 

• American Bar Association 
o Center for Human Rights 
o Rule of Law Initiative 
o Section of International Law 

• American Society of International Law 

• Amnesty International 

• Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation 

• Carnegie Endowment for International Peace 
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• Carter Center 

• Center for Strategic and International Studies 

• Clinton Foundation 

• Coalition for the International Criminal Court 

• Committee on Conscience, United States Holocaust Memorial Museum 

• Council on Foreign Relations 

• Duck of Minerva 

• EJIL Talk! 

• Enough: The Project to End Genocide and Crimes Against Humanity, Center for American 
Progress 

• Genocide Intervention Network (merging with Save Darfur) 

• Genocide Watch 

• Global Rights 

• Human Rights First 

• Human Rights Watch 

• Humanity United 

• International Association of Genocide Scholars 

• International Center for Transitional Justice 

• International Committee of the Red Cross 

• International Crisis Group 

• International League for Human Rights 

• IntLawGrrls 

• Institute for War and Peace Reporting 

• Just Security 

• Justice Hub 

• Justice in Conflict 

• Lawfare 

• Monkey Cage (Washington Post) 

• Open Society Institute 

• Opinio Juris 

• Physicians for Human Rights 

• Search for Common Ground 

• United to End Genocide 

• United States Institute of Peace 

• War Crimes Tribunal Watch 

• WITNESS 
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D.  PODCASTS 
 
Below is a selected list of podcasts related to this course. 
 

• Asymmetrical Haircuts – about international justice. 

• Branch 251 – about prosecution of suspected perpetrators of atrocity crimes in Syria. 

• ICTJ Forum – podcast of the International Center for Transitional Justice. 

• Justice Visions – podcast of Ghent University’s Human Rights Centre about victim 
participation in transitional justice. 

• Law Pod – Transitional Justice series – podcast of Queen’s University Belfast Law School 
about transitional justice. 

• Libya Matters – about transitional justice in Libya. 

• New Books Network – Genocide Studies. 

• NIOD Rewind – podcast of the Netherlands Institute for War Documentation (NIOD) 
Institute for War, Holocaust, and Genocide Studies. 

• Talking Justice – podcast of the Open Society Foundation about law, justice, and human rights 
around the world. 

• Oxford Transitional Justice Research Seminars – podcast of the University of Oxford’s 
Oxford Transitional Justice Research network. 

• Peacebuilder Podcast – podcast of Eastern Mennonite University’s Center for Justice & 
Peacebuilding. 

https://www.asymmetricalhaircuts.com/category/episodes/
https://branch-251.captivate.fm/
https://www.ictj.org/news-type/podcasts
https://justicevisions.org/podcasts/
http://lawpod.org/?p=archive&cat=transitional_justice
https://www.buzzsprout.com/450046
https://newbooksnetwork.com/category/politics-society/genocide-studies/
https://soundcloud.com/niod_rewind_podcast
http://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/talking-justice/id1079401481
http://podcasts.ox.ac.uk/series/oxford-transitional-justice-research-seminars
https://emu.edu/now/peacebuilder/podcast/

