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embers of the Class of 2026: On behalf of the 
University of Florida, I am thrilled to recognize your 
hard work and accomplishments in reaching this day. 
My deepest congratulations!

Today is a day of celebration and anticipation for the next exciting 
phase of your lives. I join you in thanking your professors,  
mentors, family and friends who have supported you in your 
journey.

I hope that your success at one of the nation’s very best 
public universities gives you confidence in pursuing your 
boldest ambitions. I also hope that your experiences here—
whether forming friendships, overcoming challenges or 
discovering new paths—have helped you develop humility and  
resolve, confidence and compassion. May you embrace what 
comes next with a generous spirit, a feeling of openness, and 
a commitment to utilize your individual talents to the greatest 
good.

You have been important to this university. Your contributions to your classes and majors will benefit 
future generations of students. Thank you for being a vital part of our community.

I hope that you will look back on this period with fondness and appreciation, and that you will remain 
connected to UF as distinguished alumni.

Again, congratulations and Go Gators.

Donald Landry

M

Donald Landry has served as the interim president of the University of Florida since September 1, 2025. 
Prior to his appointment, he was the founding director of the Burch-Lodge Center for Human Longevity 
at Columbia as well as Chair Emeritus of the Department of Medicine at Columbia University and past  
Physician-in-Chief at New York-Presbyterian Hospital/Columbia University Medical Center, leading the 
Department and the Medical Service from 2007–2023. He is also past founding director of the Division of 
Experimental Therapeutics.

Dr. Landry completed his PhD in Organic Chemistry with Nobel laureate R.B. Woodward at Harvard  
University in 1979 and then obtained the MD degree from Columbia University in 1983. After completing  
his Residency in Internal Medicine at the Massachusetts General Hospital/Harvard Medical School, he  
returned to Columbia for training as an NIH Physician-Scientist, 1985–90, and remained as an active member 
of the Columbia faculty until his appointment to the UF presidency.

Dr. Donald Landry

Greetings from President Landry
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Greetings from Dean McAlister

n  behalf of the Levin College of Law community — especially 
our talented faculty and staff — I congratulate you on this 
momentous day! You’ve made it. You’ve done it. You’ve earned 

your place on this stage today.

You have also made the law school a better place for your having been 
here. In addition to your numerous achievements, you have been 
steadfastly committed to ensuring that Florida Law is a welcoming 
community — one that is rich in a variety of backgrounds, viewpoints, 
and aspirations. Each of you, in your own way, has contributed to the 
cultural fabric of Florida Law. We will continue to nurture and build 
that culture for years to come.

Today your professional journey takes a new turn, as you embark on 
your legal careers. You also become part of the most powerful law 
alumni network in the world — the Gator Law Nation. We are proud 
to call you one of ours. We trust we have trained you well for the road 
ahead but don’t forget that we will always be here as a resource and 
touch point for you. We’re excited to watch you soar!

Dean Merritt E. McAlister

Merritt E. McAlister is the Interim Dean and Levin, Mabie & Levin Professor at Levin College of Law. She joined 
the UF Law faculty in 2018, and she was appointed interim dean in June 2023. Prior to her career in academia, 
Dean McAlister was a partner in the national appellate practice group of King & Spalding. While in private 
practice, she was elected to the American Law Institute, named a Georgia Super Lawyer, and recognized for 
her pro bono work on civil rights issues.

Dean McAlister clerked for Justice John Paul Stevens of the Supreme Court of the United States and Judge R. 
Lanier Anderson III of the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Eleventh Circuit. She received her bachelor’s degree in 
English and Women and Gender Studies, magna cum laude, from Rice University and her law degree summa 
cum laude from the University of Georgia School of Law, where she served as Executive Articles Editor of the 
Georgia Law Review, and graduated first in her class.

Dean McAlister teaches and writes in the areas of federal courts, judicial decision-making, constitutional law, 
and court administration. Her scholarship focuses on issues of institutional design in the federal appellate 
courts. Dean McAlister’s work has been published in the University of Pennsylvania Law Review, the Michigan 
Law Review, and the Northwestern University Law Review, among others. Her 2020 article, “Downright 
Indifference”: Examining Unpublished Decisions in the Federal Courts of Appeals, received the annual prize 
from the AALS Federal Courts Section for the best paper on federal courts by an untenured professor.

Merritt E. McAlister

O
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Thursday, May 14, 2026, 5:00 p.m., the Exactech Arena at the Stephen C. O’Connell Center

Processional (please stand)

National Anthem (remain standing). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . .     . . . . . . . . Christopher Alvin Warren (JD 26)

Welcome & Introduction of Platform Party . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Interim Dean Merritt E. McAlister

Recognition of Student Achievement . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                 Interim Dean Merritt E. McAlister

Student Remarks . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                                        Emma Reid Towler (JD 26)

Introduction of Keynote Speaker . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                     Interim Dean Merritt E. McAlister

Keynote Address  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                              The Honorable Robert J. Luck (JD 04)  

Judge, United States Court of Appeals for the Eleventh Circuit

Conferral of Degrees  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                               Interim Dean Merritt E. McAlister

Dr. Luisa Amelia Dempere, University of Florida Board of Trustees

Presentation of Graduates

•	 Master of Laws in U.S. Law

•	 Master of Laws in International Taxation

•	 Master of Laws in Taxation

•	 Juris Doctor

Closing Remarks . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Interim Dean Merritt E. McAlister

Alma Mater (please stand). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                 . . . . . . . . Maxine Izabel Malvar (JD 26)

Recessional (remain standing)

Commencement Agenda
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Keynote Address        

Judge Robert J. Luck (JD 04)
Judge Robert J. Luck was nominated on October 15, 
2019, and confirmed by the Senate on November 19, 
2019, to serve as a Judge on the United States Court of 
Appeals for the Eleventh Circuit.  Before his confirmation 
to the federal appellate court, Judge Luck presided 
over hundreds of criminal, civil, and family law appeals 
as a Justice on the Florida Supreme Court, and as a 
Judge on Florida’s Third District Court of Appeal.

Earlier, Judge Luck served on the Eleventh Judicial Circuit 
Court of Florida. He presided in the Criminal, Civil, and 
Appellate Divisions. Judge Luck, in his years as a trial court 
judge, tried seventy jury trials, and heard dozens of appeals 
from the county court and municipal agencies. Judge Luck 
was appointed to the circuit court in 2013 and was elected by 
the voters of Miami-Dade County to retain his seat in 2016.

Prior to his service on the bench, Judge Luck was an 
Assistant United States Attorney for the Southern District 
of Florida. In his years as a federal prosecutor, he was 
assigned to the Appeals, Major Crimes, and Economic 
Crimes Sections of the U.S. Attorney’s Office. Judge Luck 
tried nineteen jury trials before the federal district court 
and argued three appeals to the United States Court of 
Appeals for the Eleventh Circuit. In his final year in the 
Office, he was a Deputy Chief in the Major Crimes Section.

Earlier in his career, Judge Luck was a legislative 
correspondent for two United States Senators, a law clerk 
and staff attorney to Circuit Judge Ed Carnes on the Eleventh 
Circuit, and a part of the Greenberg Traurig firm’s appellate 
section. Judge Luck received his Juris Doctor from the 
University of Florida Levin College of Law magna cum laude 
and was asked to join the Order of the Coif. Judge Luck also 

served as Editor-in-Chief of the Florida Law Review. 
Judge Luck received his Bachelor of Arts in Economics 
from the University of Florida with highest honors.

Although a life-long South Floridian, Judge Luck 
and his family currently live in Tallahassee.
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Domizia Accolla
Tonny Ahmed
Jillian Anzalone
Yuneymis Barreto
Cody Bernheisel
Roman Black
Mackenzie Mae-Lynn Bock
Andrew Dale Brown
Marlee Anne Carpenter
Mallory Elizabeth Comberrel
Nicholas Phillip Cuneo
Carson Reid Darby
Luca Di Giacomo
Peter D. Dominguez
Gabriella Nicole Ebenger
Hunter Louis Egger
Chavioleyette S. Fenelus
Yuanzhi Fengjiang
Riley Francis Friedle
Larry Lee Gambetti Jr.
Nicolas A. Garcia
Patrick Joseph Gibbons
Qixiang Goh
Jacob Daniel Gordon
Margaret Elizabeth Haberman
Kyle Christopher Haley
Caitlyn Broussard Harris
Juan N. Igarzabal

Sohyun Claire Im
Yawar B. Iqbal
John M. Jolley Jr.
Kobe MaryElla Jones
Emma Kathryn Jumper
Victoria Ashley Kimsey
Thomas Rue Lane Kindred III
Yolie Olga Larus
Vasily S. Levin
Jessica Elyse Lewis
Kendal C. Lewis
Yihao Liu
Jack D. MacDonald
Samantha Xanthippe Malanche
David Connor McIntosh
Stephanie Vianey Meckel
Hugo Alberto Montero
Aubrey Marie Mys
Augustine Ajaba Okachi
John Orban
Isabella Marie Otruba Belibasis
Natalie Mae Owchariw
Julio J. Parrales
Madhav Patil
Haley Marie Pendleton
Alexander James Pennetti
Daniel Garry Pinkus
John-Michael Creson Regan

Taniquea Camelle Reid Wolliston
Elizabeth Alexandra Rice
Giezi Rios
Jennifer Cali Rogers
Alexander Jose Romanach
Kailey Lynn Romanos
Latisha A Russell
Mandeep Singh Samra
Anthony Lemuel Sax
Francesca Anne Scanio Stacey
Alyssa Marea Schefke
Abigail Caroline Smith
Rachael Elizabeth Spina
Leighton B. Steph
Olivia Breanne Stevens
Sallie E. Sutton
Adam Michael Taub
Benjamin Thomas
Nickolas M. Tibbetts
Donald Garrett Tice
Aaron G. Tobin
Anna Elizabeth Wellen
Emmanuelle Regine Francois Williams
Brooklynn Sue Withers
Warren Bruce Wood
Emily Yaun
Hanjie Zhu

Ivan Martin Jimenez Velazquez
Luciana Sales Lobato

Eric Monteiro de Medeiros

Bawani Chan Mei Ting
Yeleana Alejandra Perez Colmenares

Anastasiia Serhiienko
Nestor Efrain Trejo Moret

Alexander G. Bejarano
Brenno Augusto Bender da Silva

Alejandro Andraca Carrera
Juan Pablo Montezuma Martinez

Daniel Octavio Morales Velásquez
Nicolas Nadeau
Manuela Orozco

The LL.M. in International Taxation degree is awarded to students who complete Levin College of Law requirements (including a substantial research paper and a 
minimum of 13 credits in international taxation courses) and have earned a Juris Doctor (JD) degree, or in the case of international students, a law degree from a 
university outside the United States. Students are recommended for the degree by the faculty of the Levin College of Law. A student who obtains the LL.M. in Taxation 
degree is not eligible to obtain the LL.M. in International Taxation degree. 

Master of Laws in International Taxation

The LL.M. in U.S. Law degree is awarded to students who complete Levin College of Law requirements and have earned a first-law degree from a recognized foreign 
university. Students are recommended for the degree by the faculty of the Levin College of Law.

Master of Laws in U.S. Law

Master of Laws in Taxation

The LL.M. in Taxation degree is awarded to students who complete Levin College of Law requirements (including a substantial research paper) and have earned a Juris Doctor 
(JD) degree, or in the case of international students, a law degree from a university outside the United States. Students are recommended for the degree by the faculty of the Levin 
College of Law. A student who obtains the LL.M. in International Taxation degree is not eligible to obtain the LL.M. in Taxation degree.

The S.J.D degree is an advanced degree for students who have already attained a Juris Doctor (JD) degree, or in the case of international students, attained an equivalent 
law degree from a university outside the United States. The S.J.D degree is awarded to students who complete Levin College of Law requirements, which include writing a 
monograph of publishable quality. Students are recommended for the degree by the faculty of the Levin College of Law.

Doctor of Juridical Science in Taxation



7

2026 SPRING
Commencem en t

Juris Doctor

The Juris Doctor degree is awarded to students who have earned at least a baccalaureate degree, who have completed a three-year course study at the Levin College of Law, and who 
are recommended by its faculty. The law school recognizes scholastic achievement by awarding the degree of Juris Doctor summa cum laude, magna cum laude, and cum laude 
based on the following:  the top 2% of each graduating class will be awarded the JD degree summa cum laude, the next 8.5% of the class will be awarded the degree magna cum 
laude, and the next 37.5% of the class will be awarded the degree cum laude. Honors designations are as of Fall 2025.

Biswash Adhikari
Isabella Cecilia Alonso
Ryan Maxim Alvarez
Logan John Ansted*

Andrea Sofia Arrizabalaga*

Lauren Kylie Austin
Maximus Charles Baldwin*

Roberto Fernando Barrera
Beri Margaret Bastian*

Sydney Grace Beckman
Hannah Rose Bedard*

Margaret Mary Bekta*

Carolyn Brooke Bell
Simon Benzaquen
Anthony Joseph Biondillo**

Max Blue
Sabrina U. Boos
Jessica Nicole Buscher*

Kenneth Denzel Butler
Mary Elizabeth Byerley*

Jenna Elizabeth Callison
LeAnn Marie Campbell*
Yufan Cao
Dannon Reese Catherwood*

Kaitlyn Anne Chronister
Jennifer Cimeus
Katherine Gainer Corcoran*

Tiffany Lauren Crouch
Mia Grace Cuneo*

Steven W. Cutler
Aleksandra Maria Czarkowska
Aspasia Daka
Andrew Joseph Daves*

Angelina Nicole Del Toro
Manoach Timothée Deliscar
Max Ditkoff
Grant Paul Drogosch**

Victor Dumitru*

Wyatt M. English*

Emily Carmella Esposito
Shannon Jia He Fan
Alexa Jordan Fishman**

Skye Jacquelyn Fox*

Tara Sienna Garner*

Emma J. Gaul*
Kareen George
Matthew David Goldammer*

Isabella Marie Gorostiza
Ethan Mitchell Graves
Lila Michelle Greenberg**

Michael E. Guirgis*

Olivia Noel Guntner
Binbin Guo
Joshua Ryan Ham
Matthew Parisi Hanuman*

Micah Daniel Haring
Jake S. Heiges*

Gabriela Hernandez*

Skyler Naomi Hillery
William Robert Hoffman
Michelle Claire Holder*

Sydney Julia Houde*

Nataliya Fatima Hussain*

John David Isleib*

Tyler Israel**

Mary Claire Jackson*

Keano Cade Jacobs
Kimberly Janssens
Agnieszka K. Javaheri†
Eloiett Johnson III
Scott D. Jurkowski
Kaysha Kapadia
Delaney Lloyd Kastensmidt
Drew M. Kelliher
Caitlyn Gabriella Khan*

Jackson Brady Kiselewski
Diana V. Kovalenko
John Philip Krause
Anusha Krisnani
Allison Marie Kueser**

Samantha Kuperberg
Carlos Eduardo Laborne Costa Cury*

Ryan David Lantz
Ryan P. Lenaghan*

Caroline Judy Levine*

Andrew Eugene Lewis
Xianjun Liang
Junde Liu*

John Lomicky
Kyla Luis†

Carlota Maldonado Bolanos
Maxine I. Malvar**

Teresa M. Manipadam
Shrivathsan Margam S.** 
Ryan Marnitz*

Connor Brian McClay*

Meghan Robinson McGlone*

Caitlan McIntyre**

Ryan David McKeever*

Mina Melyo
Jacob Elijah Menapace*

Sam Mendez*

Noelle Annelise Mercer
Jesse Michael Mignogna*

Stephanie Kay Miller**

Ocean Lis Miller-Shaked*

Michael Steven Millican**

Benjamin Alexander Milrot
Sunya Mirza
Brooks Mckendrick Mitchum**

William Booker Moore V
Mekaelia Corryn Morgan
Victoria R. Murray*

Myrlandie Myrbel*
Cassidy J. Naffziger**

Sandra Raafat Azmy Nakhla
Alexander Julian Nazareth*

Maria Olivia Virginia Nelson Montes
Olivia Marie Nicholson**

Talha Yavuz Pala*

Katherine Pearson*

Zachary Michael Perrotta*

Connor Matthew Pitisci*
Genna Elizabeth Pooley

*cum laude   **magna cum laude  †summa cum laude

Aartie Avani Poonai
Timothy John Potanovic
Osiris Ramos Jr.
Conner Christopher Reed*

Manny F. Restrepo*

Braden Patrick Ridlehoover*

Samuel A. Riffice
Kaisha Robert
Dalton Raider-James Robinson
Jasmyn Rose Robinson
Elizabeth Grace Rom*

Andrew Edward Rubio*

Olivia Rae Salazar
Teresa Schley*

Alexander D. Schulze*

Harper Anne Self
Charles Alexander Seymour
Marylin Marie Shandor
Valerie Elizabeth Sheehe
Inaya Shiraz**

Noah Alexander Silverstein
Sophia Claire Simeoni
Leslie Brooke Sims
Madeline Danielle Smith*

Camryn Jill Spector
Benjamin Scott Spiegelman
Haley Ann Spinger
Jennifer Jill St. George
Calista Ann Stafford*

Jordan Keith Stanley*

Olivia Joyce Stebbins
Jenna Nicole Stevens
Arman Thomas Tabassian
Elena Panzitta Tharp†

Kayleigh Lauren Thomas
Sidney Isabella Thomas*

Sara Nicole Thompson*

Ryan Kenneth Anderson Thorpe*

Daniela Torres Rullan
Emma Reid Towler*

Matthew G. Trainor*

Theresa Rose Turkowski
Michael Aaron Valdes*

Adam Jeffrey Vertrees
Sarah Vo
Yanjun Wang
Ashley Kim Ware*

Christopher Alvin Warren*

Jared Michael Weingard*

Cooper Thomas Whisnant*

Lillian Grace Wiggins*

Juliana Pauline Wilson Ferrie*

Zachary N. Winer*

Julie C. Wittenberg
Julian Woods
Reece Alexander Wright
Abigail Putnam Young
Anna Zakhary**

Xincheng Zheng
Fengnian Zhou
Runyuan Zhou
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Brenno Augusto Bender da Silva
Simon Benzaquen
Anthony Joseph Biondillo
Angelina Nicole Del Toro
Wyatt M. English
Juliana Pauline Wilson Ferrie
Tara Sienna Garner
Gabriela Hernandez
Delaney Lloyd Kastensmidt

John Philip Krause
Junde Liu
Faith Marcus
Connor Brian McClay
Stephanie Kay Miller
Mekaelia Corryn Morgan
Cassidy J. Naffziger
Zachary Michael Perrotta
Abigail Putnam Young

Osiris Ramos Jr.
Jennifer Jill St. George
Elizabeth Grace Rom
Kayleigh Lauren Thomas
Sidney Isabella Thomas
Emma Reid Towler
Christopher Alvin Warren
Jared Michael Weingard
Lillian Grace Wiggins
Julian Woods

***Helen Gibel Blechman Pro Bono Award   †75+ hours  †† 150+ hours

Pro Bono Recognition 

The Pro Bono Project at the University of Florida Levin College of Law seeks to help students develop an awareness of their future ethical and professional 
responsibilities as lawyers. Students are recognized for providing an exceptional number of hours to provide law-related services to organizations with limited 
resources, including legal aid organizations, non-profit organizations, and governmental agencies. 

OUTSTAN DI NG ACH I EVEM ENT AWARD††

Levin Ambassadors

The Levin Ambassadors program at the Levin College of Law engages exemplary students for assistance throughout the year as ambassadors of the law school. Students 
selected to be a part of the program represent the College of Law during new student orientation, commencement, admissions student recruitment efforts, and other events 
and opportunities throughout the academic year.

Dean's Leadership Awards

Dean's Leadership Awards recognize outstanding service to the University of Florida Levin College of Law community. Among other things, awardees have launched 
important new initiatives, led multiple student organizations, provided outstanding mentorship to other students, and improved connections between the college and other 
communities at the university and beyond.

Simon Benzaquen
Angelina Nicole Del Toro 
Skye Jacquelyn Fox
Micah D. Haring
Gabriela Hernandez
Keano Cade Jacobs
Delaney Lloyd Kastensmidt
Diana V. Kovalenko
Anusha Krisnani
Samantha Kuperberg

Junde Liu
Meghan Robinson McGlone
Jacob Elijah Menapace
Stephanie Kay Miller
Ocean Lis Miller-Shaked
Alexander Julian Nazareth
Connor Matthew Pitisci
Timothy John Potanovic
Osiris Ramos Jr.
Braden Patrick Ridlehoover

Harper Anne Self
Valerie Elizabeth Sheehe
Inaya Shiraz
Camryn Jill Spector
Haley Ann Spinger
Jenna Nicole Stevens
Jennifer Jill St. George
Kayleigh Lauren Thomas
Christopher Alvin Warren
Jared Michael Weingard

Simon Benzaquen
Sabrina U. Boos
Kenneth Denzel Butler
Angelina Nicole Del Toro
Wyatt M. English
Alexa Jordan Fishman
Binbin Guo
Michael E. Guirgis
Joshua Ryan Ham
Micah Daniel Haring
Sydney Julia Houde
Kaysha Kapadia

E X C E L L E N C E  A W A R D †

Dujiabao Ma
Mina Melyo
Brooks Mckendrick Mitchum
Olivia Marie Nicholson
Talha Yavuz Pala
Zachary Michael Perrotta
Elizabeth Grace Rom
Noah Alexander Silverstein
Madeline Danielle Smith
Jennifer Jill St. George

Max Blue
LeAnn Marie Campbell
Jennifer Cimeus
Aleksandra Maria Czarkowska 
Skye Jacquelyn Fox
Matthew David Goldammer
Gabriela Hernandez
Nataliya Fatima Hussain
Drew M. Kelliher
Jackson Brady Kiselewski
Ryan David Lantz
Caroline Judy Levine

Delaney Lloyd Kastensmidt
Teresa M. Manipadam
Shrivathsan Margam S.***

Ryan David McKeever
Cassidy J. Naffziger
Katherine Pearson
Harper Anne Self
Sophia Claire Simeoni
Benjamin Scott Spiegelman
Olivia Joyce Stebbins
Anna Zakhary
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Isabella Cecilia Alonso
Andrea Sofia Arrizabalaga
Lauren Kylie Austin
Maximus Charles Baldwin
Beri Margaret Bastian
Hannah Rose Bedard
Margaret Mary Bekta
Brenno Augusto Bender da Silva
Anthony Joseph Biondillo
Roman Black
Max Blue
Andrew Dale Brown
Kenneth Denzel Butler
LeAnn Marie Campbell
Yufan Cao
Dannon Reese Catherwood
Jennifer Cimeus
Katherine Gainer Corcoran
Mia Grace Cuneo
Andrew Joseph Daves
Manoach Timothée Deliscar
Grant Paul Drogosch
Wyatt M. English
Chavioleyette S. Fenelus
Tara Sienna Garner
Qixiang Goh
Isabella Marie Gorostiza
Ethan Mitchell Graves
Lila Michelle Greenberg
Michael E. Guirgis
Olivia Noel Guntner
Binbin Guo

Matthew Parisi Hanuman
Gabriela Hernandez
Sohyun Claire Im
John David Isleib
Tyler Israel
Agnieszka K. Javaheri
Scott D. Jurkowski
Kaysha Kapadia
Delaney Lloyd Kastensmidt
Allison Marie Kueser
Carlos Eduardo Laborne Costa Cury
Ryan P. Lenaghan
Vasily S. Levin
Jessica Elyse Lewis
Caroline Judy Levine
Xianjun Liang
Junde Liu
Yihao Liu
Kyla Luis
Maxine I. Malvar
Teresa M. Manipadam
Shrivathsan Margam S.
Ryan Marnitz
Meghan Robinson McGlone
David Connor McIntosh
Caitlan McIntyre
Ryan David McKeever
Bawani Chan Mei Ting
Jacob Elijah Menapace
Sam Mendez
Noelle Annelise Mercer
Jesse Michael Mignogna

Stephanie Kay Miller
Ocean Lis Miller-Shaked
Michael Steven Millican
Benjamin Alexander Milrot
Brooks Mckendrick Mitchum
Daniel Octavio Morales Velásquez
Mekaelia Corryn Morgan
Victoria R. Murray
Cassidy J.  Naffziger
Olivia Marie Nicholson
Manuela Orozco
Talha Yavuz Pala
Katherine Pearson
Zachary Michael Perrotta
Braden Patrick Ridlehoover
Giezi Rios
Teresa Schley
Inaya Shiraz
Sophia Simeoni
Calista Ann Stafford
Leighton B. Steph
Elena Panzitta Tharp
Kayleigh Lauren Thomas
Sidney Isabella Thomas
Sara Nicole Thompson
Emma Reid Towler
Matthew G. Trainor
Ashley Kim Ware
Anna Elizabeth Wellen
Juliana Pauline Wilson Ferrie
Brooklynn Sue Withers
Anna Zakhary

Book Awards

Created to honor scholastic achievement, CALI Excellence for the Future Awards are bestowed at the discretion of professors to recognize the highest performing student in 
each course at the University of Florida Levin College of Law. Listed below are the names of graduates receiving at least one CALI Excellence for the Future Award during their 
tenure to date.
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Juris Doctor

Master of Laws 
in Taxation

Congratulations, Graduates!
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University of Florida Leadership

State Board of Education
Ryan Petty, Chair 
MaryLynn Magar, Vice Chair

Grazie Christie

Layla Collins

Daniel Foganholi Sr.

Erika Fritz-Ochs

Luis Fuste

Commissioner of Education
Anastasios Kamoutsas

Florida Board of Governors
Alan Levine, Chair 
Timothy Cerio, Vice Chair

Ashley Bell Barnett

Douglas Broxson

Carson Dale

Kimberly Dunn

Aubrey Edge

Carson Good

Edward Haddock

Ken Jones

Ashley Lukis

Charles Lydecker

Craig Mateer

Michael Okaty

Keith Perry

Nick Sinatra

Chancellor of the State University 
System of Florida
Ray Rodrigues

University of Florida 
Board of Trustees
Morteza “Mori” Hosseini, Chair 
Rahul Patel, Vice Chair

David Brandon

Richard Cole

Christopher Corr

Blake Cox

Jed Davis

Luisa Amelia Dempere

James Heavener

Daniel O’Keefe

Marsha Powers

Fred Ridley

Patrick Zalupski

University President and Cabinet
Donald Landry 
Interim President

Joseph Glover 
Interim Provost and Executive Vice President - 
Academic Affairs

J. Scott Angle 
Senior Vice President - Agriculture and  
Natural Resources

Chuck Clemons 
Vice President - Government and Community Relations

Melissa Curry 
Vice President - Human Resources

Kurt Dudas 
Vice President - Strategic Initiatives

Elias Eldayrie 
Senior Vice President and Chief Information Officer -  
Information Technology

Ryan Fuller 
Vice President - General Counsel

Nicholas Kozlov 
Senior Vice President and Chief Financial Officer

Colt Little 
Vice President - Construction, Facilities, and Real Estate

Maria Gutierrez Martin 
Vice President - Advancement

Stephen Motew 
President and System Chief Executive Officer - UF Health

David Norton 
Vice President - Research

Steve Orlando 
Interim Vice President - Strategic Communications and 
Marketing

Mary Parker 
Vice President and Chief Enrollment Strategist

Brandi Renton 
Vice President - Business Affairs

Scott Stricklin  
Director - Athletics 

Heather White 
Vice President - Student Life

Deans of the University
Chinemelu “Chimay” Anumba 
College of Design, Construction and Planning

Hubert “Hub” Brown 
College of Journalism and Communications

Warren Dixon 
Interim - Herbert Wertheim College of Engineering

A. Isabel Garcia 
College of Dentistry

Robert Gilbert 
IFAS Research and Executive Director for Academic Affairs

Glenn Good 
College of Education

Shakira Henderson 
College of Nursing

Jennifer Hunt 
Interim - College of Medicine

Kevin Ingersent 
Interim - College of Liberal Arts and Sciences

Andra Johnson 
IFAS Extension

Merritt McAlister 
Interim - Fredric G. Levin College of Law

Kati Migliaccio 
College of Agricultural and Life Sciences

Sabyasachi “Saby” Mitra 
Warrington College of Business

Patrick Reakes 
Interim - University Libraries

Michael Reid 
College of Health and Human Performance

Jennifer Setlow 
Interim - College of the Arts

Nicole Stedman 
The Graduate School

Christopher Summerlin 
Dean of Students

Peter Swaan 
College of Pharmacy

Beth Virnig 
College of Public Health and Health Professions

Marta Wayne 
International Center

Dana Zimmel 
College of Veterinary Medicine



12

2026 SPRING
Commencem en t





Accessibility Report





		Filename: 

		2026_Commencement_Program-FINAL-web.pdf









		Report created by: 

		



		Organization: 

		







[Enter personal and organization information through the Preferences > Identity dialog.]



Summary



The checker found no problems in this document.





		Needs manual check: 1



		Passed manually: 1



		Failed manually: 0



		Skipped: 1



		Passed: 29



		Failed: 0







Detailed Report





		Document





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Accessibility permission flag		Passed		Accessibility permission flag must be set



		Image-only PDF		Passed		Document is not image-only PDF



		Tagged PDF		Passed		Document is tagged PDF



		Logical Reading Order		Needs manual check		Document structure provides a logical reading order



		Primary language		Passed		Text language is specified



		Title		Passed		Document title is showing in title bar



		Bookmarks		Passed		Bookmarks are present in large documents



		Color contrast		Passed manually		Document has appropriate color contrast



		Page Content





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Tagged content		Passed		All page content is tagged



		Tagged annotations		Passed		All annotations are tagged



		Tab order		Passed		Tab order is consistent with structure order



		Character encoding		Passed		Reliable character encoding is provided



		Tagged multimedia		Passed		All multimedia objects are tagged



		Screen flicker		Passed		Page will not cause screen flicker



		Scripts		Passed		No inaccessible scripts



		Timed responses		Passed		Page does not require timed responses



		Navigation links		Passed		Navigation links are not repetitive



		Forms





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Tagged form fields		Passed		All form fields are tagged



		Field descriptions		Passed		All form fields have description



		Alternate Text





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Figures alternate text		Passed		Figures require alternate text



		Nested alternate text		Passed		Alternate text that will never be read



		Associated with content		Passed		Alternate text must be associated with some content



		Hides annotation		Passed		Alternate text should not hide annotation



		Other elements alternate text		Passed		Other elements that require alternate text



		Tables





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Rows		Passed		TR must be a child of Table, THead, TBody, or TFoot



		TH and TD		Passed		TH and TD must be children of TR



		Headers		Passed		Tables should have headers



		Regularity		Passed		Tables must contain the same number of columns in each row and rows in each column



		Summary		Skipped		Tables must have a summary



		Lists





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		List items		Passed		LI must be a child of L



		Lbl and LBody		Passed		Lbl and LBody must be children of LI



		Headings





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Appropriate nesting		Passed		Appropriate nesting










Back to Top

